
Advancing quality in genetic counselor education



Today's Information

Part 1| What to expect for 

Admissions?

 Application Timeline

 Genetic Counseling Programs

 General Admission Requirements

 Interviews and Acceptance

Part 2 | What is the Match?

 Match Overview

 Match Process

 Tips for success

 Important dates and reminders



Part 1| What to expect for Admissions?
Holly Zimmerman, President of GCEA



What is the application timeline?

Now - October

•  Applications 
opening

• Where to apply?

• Match Registration 
(programs & 
applicants)

December – 
January

•  Application 
deadlines

• Program review

January – 
March 

•  Invitations to 
interview

• Interviews

April 

•  6th | Rank 
programs (and 
programs rank 
applicants)

• 14th | Match Day 
(applicants & 
programs)



Where can I apply?
How to find a list of programs





List of Accredited Programs

  

https://www.gceducation.org/find-a-program/



What are the admission requirements?
How to prepare your materials



Academics

• Prerequisite coursework

• Overall GPA

Experiences

• Teaching

• Counseling  

• Advocacy

• Research/Lab

• Work 

• Life

Understanding of 
genetic counseling

• Interviews/Observations

• Podcasts

• Formal/informal 
programs

• www.nsgc.org 

Overview* of Admissions Requirements (or Recommendations)
*Review the specific program requirements



Overview* of Admissions Materials
*Review the specific program requirements

Transcripts (official or unofficial)

Recommendation Letters/Forms

Personal Statement/Essay

Resume/CV

Additional requirements



Overview of Interviews & Acceptance

▪ Interviews 

▪ Invitations | December – January

▪ Interview Dates | January – March

▪ *Ask Questions & Take Notes

▪ Acceptance

▪ Submit your list

▪ Wait for Match Day



Part 2| What is the Match?
Jessica Rispoli, Chair of GCEA Match Committee



Reported Advantages of the Match

Reduced Pressure 
and stress

More efficient Fairer and more 
transparent 

process

94% of 
applicants 

matched to one 
of their TOP 3 

programs

GCEA Data
*



Genetic Counseling Match – Step by Step

 A unified approach to genetic counseling program admissions



Register for "the Match"

https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/ 

https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/


Match Fee Waiver Process

 Limited number of fee waivers are available by application  to 

GCEA by October 2, 2026 via link on GC Admissions Match 

Website: 

https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/applicants/register.html  

 Demonstrate financial need

 GPA of 3.0 or greater 

 Questions about the Match Fee Waiver process/requirements 

to gcmatchwaivers@educategc.org

https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/applicants/register.html


Step 1:  Register for 2027 Admissions Cycle

 Registration is OPEN!

 Register by December 

9, 2026

 Receive a Unique NMS 

code (5 digit code)

 Programs will require 

this at the time of 

application



Step 2: Apply and Interview



Step 3:  Rank

 After interviews are complete, consider what 

programs are a good fit for you!

 Make a list in order of best fit!

 Submit a confidential list (Rank Order List) in 

NMS system – system opens March 22, 2027

 Most important tip: Rank in order of 

preference!

 Programs may have multiple tracks (scholarship, 

etc)

Rank all tracks that are a good fit for you!



Example of Rank Order List:

3 programs / total 5 tracks

Interviews

Program 
Blue

Blue 
Scholarship

Blue No 
Scholarship

Program 
Green

Green 
Single track

Program 
Yellow

2nd year 
City Ocean

2nd year 
City Forest



Example of Applicant Rank List:

3 Programs / 5 Tracks

Applicant whose first choice is Blue Scholarship

My Ranked List

1. Blue Program Scholarship

2. Green Program

3. Yellow Program Ocean

4. Blue Program No Scholarship

 Rank what you are eligible for 

 Rank in order of track preference

 Do not rank any tracks you are not 

comfortable with

 This applicant should rank as many 

tracks that they are interested in to 

maximize chances of getting a spot

 NOTE: Yellow Program Foreset was 

NOT LISTED



GC Programs and Rank

 Each program will also submit a confidential Rank Order 

List for each of the program tracks

 Each track has an established # of positions available

 Applicants can be listed on multiple Rank Order Lists



https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/algorithm.html

For more information:

https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/algorithm.html


Important Match Dates

 March 22, 2027 – Rankings Open

 April 6, 2027 – Rank Order List deadline

 April 14, 2027 – Match Day!!!

 April 14-May 31, 2027 – Post Match Process



Final Tips and Reminders

 Results of the Match are binding.

o You must attend the school to which you are matched.

 Match violations are reported to the Match Integrity 
Subcommittee

o For examples, an applicant does not attend program 
they were matched to

 Be sure to understand all costs of attendance before 
submitting your ROL

o Programs should provide this information – if not, ASK!



Additional Information

 ~5-10 programs (6-7 tracks)

 2026 Match Stats

o 64 programs & 687 positions

o 64% Applicants match

 Paths to acceptance vary

 Ask for feedback

 Engage with genetics, research, healthcare



What questions 
do you have?
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