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Part 1| What to expect for Admissions?

Holly Zimmerman, President of GCEA



What is the application timeline?

December - January -
Now - October
January March

» Applications e Application  Invitations to e 6th | Rank

opening deadlines interview programs (and

programs rank

e Where to apply? e Program review e Interviews applicants)
o Match Registration « 14th | Match Day

(programs & (applicants &
applicants) programs)




Where can | apply?

How to find a list of programs




o

(==

p, Prospective =
Genetic Counselor
= St&glent Fair

@@

RESOURCES FOR PROSPECTIVE

2026 FAIR SCHEDULE ©
GENETIC COUNSELORS
REGISTER © GCEA GENETIC COUNSELING o
ADMISSIONS MATCH
NAVIGATING THE FAIR ©

o

ACGC ACCREDITED PROGRAM
DIRECTORY

)




List of Accredited Programs

FIND A PROGRAM NEWS AND REPORTS CONTACT US Q Armature Log In &

" Accreditation Council
for Genetic Counseling

ABOUT GET ACCREDITED MAINTAIN ACCREDITATION VOLUNTEERS & OPPORTUNITIES FORMS & RESOURCES

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS

Prospective students can identify accredited programs that meet their chosen profession's standards for academic
education and fieldwork training. Graduation from a program that was accredited by ACGC at the time of matriculation
is required to establish eligibility for the certification examination in genetic counseling by the American Board of
Genetic Counseling (ABGC) and satisfies the educational requirements to be eligible for the Canadian Association of
Genetic Counsellors (CAGC) board examination.

Find an Accred
ACGC accreditation assures ¢
institutions, the profession, ai
established standardsthatw ~ FIND AN ACCREDITED PROGRAM

to enter the genetic counselir

Download a PDF version of the ACGC Program Directory or use the interactive map below to search for a program.

PROGRAMS NEAR YOU:

- >

Augustana University

Augustana-Sanford Genetic Counseling Graduate Program

Status: Accredited | Modality: Hybrid

University of Nebraska ical Center

Genetic Counseling Education Program

s Accredited  Modality: In-person

University of Arizona

Genetic Counseling Graduate Program

Status: Accredited  Modality: In-person

https://www.gceducation.org/find-a-program/




What are the admission requirements?

How to prepare your materials



\

Overview* of Admissions Requirements (or Recommendations)
*Review the specific program requirements

Academics Experiences g‘éﬂ‘éﬁ?i%’:ﬂ;‘s’.i?,g

* Prerequisite coursework « Teaching Interviews/Observations
* Overall GPA « Counseling « Podcasts

« Advocacy « Formal/informal

« Research/Lab programs

« Work * WWW.NSgC.org

e Life



Overview®* of Admissions Materials

*Review the specific program requirements

» Transcripts (official or unofficial)
» Recommendation Letters/Forms
» Personal Statement/Essay
»Resume/CV

» Additional requirements




Overview of Interviews & Acceptance

- Interviews
- Invitations | December - January
- Interview Dates | January - March
- *Ask Questions & Take Notes
- Acceptance
= Submit your list
- Wait for Match Day




Part 2| What is the Match?

Jessica Rispoli, Chair of GCEA Match Committee




Reported Advantages of the Match

A

Reduced Pressure More efficient Fairer and more
and stress transparent
process




Genetic Counseling Match - Step by Step

» Aunified approach to genetic counseling program admissions

The Match Process

Register

Applicants must register in
the NMS Match System to
participate in the Match.

Read more —

Apply

Applications to programs
are prepared and
submitted independently
of the Match.

Read more —

=)

Rank

Use the NMS Match System
to submit a Rank Order List
of your desired program

choices.

Read more —

Log Into the NMS Match System

Results

Match results are delivered
by email and are also
accessible in the NMS

Match System.

Read more —




Register for "the Match”

kh National Matching Services Inc

Applicants Programs

Genetic Counseling Admissions Match 0 E A
&— Genetic Counselor

for the 2027 Admissions Cycle «—o Educators Association

Information for Match Participants

Applicant Registration Now Open Program Registration Now Open

What's New

This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Learn more

https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/



https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/

Match Fee Waiver Process

» Limited number of fee waivers are available by applic

GCEA by October 2, 2026 via link on GC Admissions Ma
Website:
https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/applicants/register.

» Demonstrate financial need
» GPA of 3.0 or greater

» Questions about the Match Fee Waiver process/requirements
to gcmatchwaivers@educategc.org



https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/applicants/register.html

Step 1: Register for 2027 Admissions Cycle

Re gi St ra t i O n i S O P E N ! National Matching Services Inc.

Register by December
9. 2026 Applicant Registration
) Genetic Co

ounseling Admissions Match

Receive a Unique NMS
code (5 digit code)

Programs will require
this at the time of

application




Step 2: Apply and Interview

nal Matching Services Inc

Participating Programs

‘The 2027 Genetic Counseling Admissions Match

 To Provious Page

The programs participating in the GC Admissions Match are shown below. This list will be updated regularly to reflect changes in program participation.

Each track offered by a participating program is uniquely identified in the Match by the 5-digit Match Code Number shown in this List. Applicants should use this 5-digit Match
Code Number to identify each track when submitting their Rank Order List

Accreditation information for any program can be abtained from the ACGC website. To obtain further information on any program, contact the Program Director directly.

Filters © Search for a Program: @ sortby
State/Province .
FIND AN ACCREDITED PROGRAM =1
State/Province . Showing 68 of 68 Records | Lxpart Records
Download a PDF version of the ACGC Program Directory or use the interactive map below to search for a program.
y of Alabama at Website

12110- 21 months- MS-Louisville, KY/UAB sirmingham, AL

12111 - 21 months-MS-Memphis, TN/UAB
State/Province V‘ ‘ Modality "| 1211221 months: M- Portiand, OR/UAB
12115 - 21 months - MS- Jacksonville, FL - UAB
PROGRAMS NEAR YOU: TR —

» Additional Info

- >

Augustana University

Augustana-Sanford Genetic Counseling Graduate Program

Hybrid

.

Status: Accredited  od.

University of Nebraska Medical Center
Genetic Counseling Education Program

Status: Accredited Modality. in-person

University of Arizona
Genetic Counseling Graduate Program

Status: Accredited  Mod:

In-person

Indiana University

Genetic Counseling Graduate Program

tatus: Accredited I In-person

Wayne State University



Step 3: Rank

» After interviews are complete, consider what
programs are a good fit for you!

» Make a list in order of best fit!

» Submit a confidential list (Rank Order List) in
NMS system - system opens March 22, 2027

» Most important tip: Rank in order of
preference!

» Programs may have multiple tracks (scholarship,
etc)

» Rank all tracks that are a good fit for you!




Example of Rank Order List:
3 programs / total 5 tracks

Blue

— Scholarship

Blue Blue No

Scholarship

Program Green
Green Single track

2nd year

< City Ocean
Program
Yellow 2nd year

City Forest




Example of Applicant Rank List:
3 Programs / 5 Tracks
Applicant whose first choice is Blue Scholarship

Rank what you are eligible for

1. Blue Program Scholarship Rank in order of track preference
2. Green Program Do not rank any tracks you are not
3. Yellow Program Ocean comfortable with

. This applicant should rank as many
4. Blue Program No Scholarship tracks that they are interested in to

maximize chances of getting a spot

NOTE: Yellow Program Foreset was
NOT LISTED




GC Programs and Rank

» Each program will also submit a confidential Rank Order
List for each of the program tracks

» Each track has an established # of positions available
» Applicants can be listed on multiple Rank Order Lists




For more information:

Watch on (3 YouTube

https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/algorithm.html

kh National Matching Services Inc

Matching Algorithm Demo

Instructions

» Enter the Rank Order List for each applicant.
= You can change the names of the applicants by editing the bolded headers,
= The rankings should be ordered from most preferred to least preferred, with the most preferred choice in the first drop down box (top-most) and the least preferred choice in the last (bottom-
most) drop down box.
+ Enter the Rank Order List for each program. Each program has one position to offer.
< You can change the names of the programs by editing the bolded headers.
> The rankings should be ordered frem most preferred to least preferred, with the most preferred choice in the first drop down box (lop-most) and the least preferred choice in the last (bottom-
most) drop down box.
+ Select the Run the Match. Ssiect the Reset button to set up a different Match scenario.

Applicant Rank Order Lists

‘ Applicant0 ‘ | Applicant ‘ ‘ Applicant2

‘ Program0 ~ ‘ Program1 v‘ Program2



https://natmatch.com/gcadmissions/algorithm.html

Important Match Dates

» March 22, 2027 - Rankings Open :
» April 6, 2027 - Rank Order List deadline _ *
» April 14, 2027 - Match Day!!! S
» April 14-May 31, 2027 - Post Match Process

3




Final Tips and Reminders

» Results of the Match are binding.
o You must attend the school to which you are matched.

» Match violations are reported to the Match Integrity
Subcommittee

o For examples, an applicant does not attend program
they were matched to

» Be sure to understand all costs of attendance before
submitting your ROL

o Programs should provide this information - if not, ASK!




Additional Information

» ~5-10 programs (6-7 tracks)
» 2026 Match Stats
o 64 programs & 687 positions
o 64% Applicants match
» Paths to acceptance vary
» Ask for feedback
» Engage with genetics, research, healthcare




n What questions
do you have?

n

, ©® g4
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